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We understand that new landowners are full of
enthusiasm, ideas and plans. We recommend that you
learn as much as you can before making changes to your
property. That way you will learn from the mistakes that
so many of us have already made.

Management advice is outlined below followed by ideas
on where you can get help and more detailed information.

Management Advice

Minimise clearing of native vegetation

All bushland in the Margaret River region is valuable. In a largely cleared
landscape, remnant native vegetation (vegetation that is uncleared

and remained over time) provides an important refuge for plants and
wildlife, protects against soil erosion and salinity, provides natural pest
control, assists in maintaining water quality and modifying climate, and
provides resources such as firewood. It provides diversity and beauty in a
largely cleared landscape. Remnant vegetation cannot be replaced and
revegetation is hard work, expensive and a lengthy process, so minimising
clearing and protecting what you've already got is an excellent investment.

Minimise disturbance in your bushland and areas of
remnant vegetation

Choose the most disturbed area of your property for the construction of
homes and other buildings. Group your development area including house,
shed, vegetable gardens etc to minimize impact. Don’t use your bushland

to store equipment or supplies, or dispose of rubbish, car bodies, garden
refuge or dead livestock. Wherever possible don’t extract gravel or sand from
bushland and avoid creating tracks. These disturbances result in significant
degradation via the loss of vegetation, introduction and spread of weeds,
dieback and other diseases, soil compaction, and in many situations increase
your bushfire risk.




Control invasive introduced plants.

Environmental weeds are plants that have been introduced to our area from
other parts of the world, including other areas of Australia, and are spreading
and displacing native species. Environmental weeds reduce environmental
values as they outcompete our precious native plants, increase the fire

risk of bushland and reduce habitat for wildlife. Examples of environmental
weeds in the region include arum lily, blackberry, broom, asparagus fern,
butterfly bush, watsonia, dolichos pea and trees including olives, figs, sweet
pittosporum, non-indigenous wattles, and Victorian teatree.

The most widespread weed in the region is arum lily. This weed is easily
controlled but as it seeds prolifically with the seeds spread by birds,
successful control needs all landowners to take part. Please join with us all in
controlling arum lily by joining the Arum Lily Blitz and playing your part along
with many hundreds of other landholders in the region.

Don’t mistakenly introduce environmental weeds.

It is very common to introduce plants into gardens, windbreaks and
landscaping that will spread and become weed problems on your own
property and in the surrounding area. Plants that have already become
damaging weeds across the region and are still being planted by many
including olives, figs, Sydney golden wattle and other non-indigenous
wattles. Think carefully about what you plant and seek advice on whether
plants are likely to become weeds. Planting species that would have
occurred naturally on your property or local area is a good idea. These
plants will not become weeds, they are beautiful, suited to our local
conditions and they provide habitat and food resources for local wildlife.

Restrict stock access to bushland, creeks and dams.

Stock eat and trample native vegetation, ringbark trees, spread weeds, add
nutrients and cause soil compaction. All the effects of grazing pressure
occur under light stocking rates as well as under heavy stocking; the effects
are largely a matter of degree and are slower to appear. The negative
impacts of grazing are gradual and degradation may not be obvious in the
short term. Grazed bushland will eventually be dominated by aging shrubs
and trees and with no regenerating seedlings surviving, it will die out.

Fencing should be used to exclude stock from bushland creeks and dams.

Avoid introducing and spreading Phytophthora dieback.
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Phytophthora dieback is a deadly plant disease caused by the introduced
pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi. This pathogen lives in soil and plant
tissue and is spread in water and soil. It attacks the roots of plants causing
them to rot and resulting in plant death. At least 40 percent of the plant
species in our region are susceptible to Phytophthora dieback. The

first principle of Phytophthora dieback management is to minimise the
introduction and spread. Any activity that introduces or moves soil, gravel
or sand should be avoided if possible. Considerations include: minimising
tracks and roads through bushland; keeping footwear, vehicles, bicycles,
tools and equipment entering bushland free of all mud and soil; not bringing
soil, gravel or sand into bushland; and keeping out horses and stock. If
Phytophthora dieback is already present in your remnant vegetation
planning and management can minimise its impact.






Pet control to minimise harm to wildlife.

Pet cats and dogs have a significant negative impact on native wildlife. At a
minimum, keep your pets (cats and dogs) contained at night to reduce injury
and death to native wildlife.

Roaming pet cats collectively kill 390 million animals each year in Australia,
and only bring home around 15% of what they hunt. This has a significant
impact on the survival of our native species, many of which are already
under threat. Almost 30% of cat owners in Australia keep their cats indoors
or in cat enclosures. These cat owners know that cats can be safe and
happy, with all their needs met, without impacting the local environment.

Go to https:
www.geocatch.asn.au/living-with-possums/pets-away-possums-play/
for ideas and information.




Sourcing local native plants

Unfortunately, not all nurseries around the capes region stock local
indigenous native plants. Contact Nature Conservation Margaret River
Region for advice on appropriate species to plant. Ask these nurseries for
‘local provenance’ meaning plants grown from seed or cuttings collected
from your local area, catchment or region. These plants are adapted to local
conditions so are the best plants to use on your property.

Cowaramup Tube Nursery www.tubenursery.com.au
Geographe Landcare Nursery www.gcln.org.au
Boyanup Botanicals www.boyanupbotanical.com.au




Providing advice on land management tailored
to your property

@@ Provide revegetation and weed
control services

‘o

L_—¢

Support and incentives for
conservation work

Increasing the environmental
value and in turn your
property value

T

i A o

M'Ni'ﬂ' hlffw“w\gﬁw
'f .-" \“w\!"\‘ﬂlml ,

7 _ Getintouch toaayi\

(08) 9757 2202
info@natureconservation.org.au
' wWw.natgreconser\lg,tion.'org.au >

-



Acknowledgements

This Booklet has been produced by Nature
Conservation Margaret River Region with
Funding from Holst Design + Build

Thank you to all our project partners
Photographers: Paris Hawken, Sean
Blocksidge, Ari Wolfe, Christian Fletcher, Keith
Lightbody, Rusty Rouse and Steve Castan.

And Ecosystem Solutions for suggested edits
and advice.

Contact:

Nature Conservation Margaret River Region
(08) 9757 2202
info@natureconservation.org.au
www.natureconservation.org.au

33 Tunbridge Sreet, Margaret River

WA 6285

Compiled and edited by

Genevieve Hanran-Smith & Peta Lierich



